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Introduction
Website Prices and web design rates and development costs can vary tremendously and people seeking to have websites developed often do not know what to expect when they make an enquiry. 

I like to be up front about this because I have had some unrealistic enquirers expecting to pay no more than £100 for a fully optimised, professional website. Clearly this is unreasonable. Good web design and Search Engine Optimisation (improves chances of your website being listed on the first few pages of a search engine such as Google) takes a lot of time and experience so, while I do try to keep website design prices and web design rates as low as possible, the charges must be realistic. 

My marketplace is amongst Small & Medium Enterprises and self employed individuals. I recognise that large budgets for web design are seldom available here so the web design rates are priced accordingly.

What I aim to do is to produce cost-effective, functional websites for my customers using valid methods and techniques at reasonable rates. I also offer website advice, consultancy and a personal service throughout. I have outlined some typical examples below to give you an idea of website prices and rates. 

On top of design prices, there is the initial set up cost of purchasing your domain name (i.e. your web address) and also payment for a server to host your domain. The more space required for your website, i.e to store images or videos, then the more expensive the cost of the server. However, for most websites, the usual cost is around £100 per year.
An additional cost could be the design of a logo for your website. These are not compulsory and usually only used if you want to stamp your brand on the viewer’s memory. Prices for a logo start from £30 but could be as much as £150, depending on the complexity of the logo required. Please note that if a logo is required, it is best to have a rough idea of the shape, colour and content before I start to design it, although this isn’t compulsory as I can design it from scratch.
I can also provide stationery with the logo and business details including business cards, compliment slips, letterheads and even personalized clothing. 

Web Design Rates 

1. Single Page Website
Most businesses now recognise that they need a web address and a business email. However some businesses are not ready for a full website or maybe they have no real content to place there. In this situation I can create a single page website, with some information about what you do and your full contact details, including an email link. 
Single Page website price from £125. 
 Note that the cost of a website is not proportionate to the number of pages required. A single page website still requires layout and graphic design. Developing the standard "look" and the graphics for a single page can take as long as it does for 100 pages.
 

2. Four or Five Web Pages and where the material is supplied by you. 
This is a basic website with four or five pages such as ‘home page’, ‘about us’, ‘products’, ‘contact details’, ‘location’ etc, where you provide the required content and no extra consultancy is involved. I can design a suitable masthead in this and source some images for you. 

Four or Five Page website price will cost about £350 - £450. If you require ‘search engine optimisation’ (SEO) add about £50 - £100. If you need help to define your requirements this may also add to the cost. 
3. Approximately Ten Web Pages on a Small or Medium Business Website
This would be as in (2) with a few more pages illustrating products and services and perhaps including portfolio or testimonial details. Search Engine Optimisation would be included. 
Ten Page website price will be from £600 - £850. 

4. Basic Ecommerce Website with Approximately Ten Pages 
Perhaps you require a site like the above but you also need to sell a single item or very small number of items online using Paypal or a similar payment processing service? Or perhaps you need to take variable payments online for services you provide? 
Ten Page website price with some ecommerce functionality will be from £700.00 to £1000. 
5. Full Ecommerce Website with Admin Area
I can Design a full Ecommerce site with shopping cart setup to take online credit card payments. This can include a user friendly website administration area that will allow you to input your own stock, change prices, etc. The admin area is accessible online via a user ID and password. Shopping Cart and Ecommerce website price will be from £1200.00 to about £3000 with most sites coming in around £1500 to £2000. This would normally include some search engine optimisation. 
6. Content Managed Website Component (CMS)
If required I can make your website user-updateable with a website content management system (CMS). You can then make your own website updates and change your website content on a regular basis if necessary. 
Full Website Content Management System add £300. 

Note: Content management systems (CMS) are not without their problems. Sometimes users have problems using the CMS and have to ask me to sort things out for them. This of course means that it can get expensive. See the alternative to CMS below. 

7. Website Updates and Modification Rates 
Lots of people don't want the hassle of website content management and, if you are one of these, I can make changes to your site upon request. I don’t charge exorbitant rates for this and my minimum charge is only £30.00. This will cover most text and minor image changes that you require. If the changes are minimal I may not even charge you for this (i.e. a change to Opening Times). If you need more extensive changes the prices will depend on how much additional work is required. 

Factors that Affect Website Design Prices and Rates 

There are a few other factors that will affect the price of your website.

· Copy typing: I am not a typist and having to transcribe large tracts of text from paper documents takes time. You should always try to provide your copy in electronic format. The actual format is not particularly important as long as it is saved in a file. Even basic emailed text is fine. The text formatting would have to be changed for the web anyway. 

· Changing your mind: If we develop your website or part of your website as specified and you subsequently change your mind about this the work done will still have to be paid for. This makes it important that you carefully specify your website before work commences. Be sure to plan your site and know what you want. 

· Graphic design work: Graphic design is probably the single most time consuming part of developing a website. If your site requires lots of original graphic design work expect to have to pay a little extra for this. 

Planning ahead. Needless to say, the more preparation that you put into your website requirements, the cheaper the cost. Therefore you should consider what colour scheme you would like as the theme to the website, and maybe even what font. The content is the most important part and you should always remember that websites are there to provide information about your business. They should therefore be well spaced, easy to the eye, and be error free. 
A static website is one where the data never changes which of course means there is very little additional cost in maintenance. A dynamic website is one where the data regularly changes, i.e. product prices, and therefore could incur regular additional costs.

I hope that this gives you some idea of my web design rates and prices. You must however appreciate that it is difficult to generalise on website prices. Each person's requirement is different and website design prices can vary tremendously. 
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